Tasks of bereavement for burn center staffs.
Considerable research and theoretic work is reviewed to identify the major tasks of the grieving process. These tasks are diffusing the emotional energy of loss, reknitting the social fabric, and forming a new relationship with the deceased. A narrative approach to understanding human experiences is outlined, and specific application is given to the grieving process. Through the use of a narrative report of the death of twins in a hospital burn unit, the tasks of grieving are applied to professionals who work with patients with burns. Finally, practical suggestions for help with the tasks of grieving in a burn center are offered.